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Special issue devoted to the Department of Pharmaceutics,
Shenyang Pharmaceutical UniversityShenyang Pharmaceutical University is located in Shenyang,
Liaoning Province in the northeast of China. It was established
in Ruijin, Jiangxi Province in 1931, and moved to Shenyang in
1949 and named the Northeast College of Pharmacy. In 1956 it
was renamed as Shenyang College of Pharmacy. In 1994 it was
given its present name of Shenyang Pharmaceutical Univer-
sity (SPU). Shenyang Pharmaceutical University is one of the
two most advanced pharmaceutical universities in China.
Following its creation 82 years ago, Shenyang Pharma-
ceutical University now covers an area of more than
637,000 m2. The university has a staff of 1141, including one
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, 88
professors, and 203 associate professors. Over the past 82
years, the university has trained nearly 60,000 senior pro-
fessionals in pharmacy and pharmaceutical engineering.
They are now scattered all over the world and some of them
are well-known experts, scholars, entrepreneurs and
outstanding leaders.
The university has developed into a multidisciplinary,
multilevel pharmaceutical education institute. It consists of 8
schools, namely, the School of Pharmacy, School of Pharma-
ceutical Engineering, School of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
School of Life Science and Biological Pharmaceutical Engi-
neering, School of Business Administration, School of Medical
Apparatus, School of Social Science and Style, and School of
Adult Education. The National Medicine Engineering & Tech-
nique Research Center and the Laboratory of Pharmacoki-
netics and Drug Metabolism were all set up in the university.
Also, the university is an important component of The Engi-
neering Technique Center of the National Patent Medicines
and The Shenyang National New Drug Safety Evaluation
Center. Moreover, there is one key laboratory of the Ministry
of Education for innovative drug research and design, 4
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provincial level engineering and technology research centers/
key laboratories. Inter-school and inter-institute collaboration
is widespread.
In the university, there are 21 specialties offered to un-
dergraduate students, 13 to vocational students, 5 to adult
students. Here, lectures are not only given in Chinese but also
in English and Japanese. Among the subjects, pharmaceutics
is the national key discipline and the specialties of medicinal
chemistry and pharmaceutical analysis are provincial key
disciplines. The pharmaceutical experimental center is of
state level.
The university is authorized to conferMaster’s degrees and
Doctorates, enroll students from foreign countries, and accept
recommended students from seniormiddle schools. There is 1
postdoctoral scientific research center, 2 doctorate-conferring
units of the first class disciplines, 19 doctorate-conferring
units of the second class disciplines, and 46 units that award
master’s degrees. In 1996, with the approval of the State Ed-
ucation Commission of China, the university began to run a
“National Training Base for Scientific Talents of Basic Science
and Research” program which has achieved great success.
Now, there are 2293 graduate students (Masters 1873, PhDs
420), 6691 undergraduate students, 1366 vocational students
and over 4000 adult students studying at the university.
There is an impressive academic atmosphere in the uni-
versity and scientific research activities are actively pursued.
The university is one of the top institutes in a wide variety of
areas, including the design and evaluation of new dosage
forms, synthesis and screening of innovative drugs, the
pharmacological basis and quality standards of traditional
Chinese medicine, drug metabolism and pharmacokinetics,
pharmacology and toxicology, and drug economics. Over the
past five years, the university has undertaken many scientific
research projects and gained more than hundred of scientific
awards. 6480 scientific papers have been published, with 1684
articles cited by SCI. Three university-sponsored journals, the
“Journal of Shenyang Pharmaceutical University“ and the
“Chinese Journal of Medicinal Chemistry”, and the “Chinese
Journal of Pharmaceutics” (online version) belong to the na-
tional core series in pharmacy. Three international journals,
the “Asian Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences (AJPS)”, the “Asian
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Social Pharmacy” were founded in 2006.
The university develops internal and international aca-
demic exchanges and collaborations actively. It has signed
cooperative agreements withmany Universities in China. The
university has also established intercollegiate relationships
with over 30 universities and institutes in a number of coun-
tries, including USA, Germany, Japan, UK, Korea, and Russia.
The Department of Pharmaceutics belongs to the School of
Pharmacy of SPU. Pharmaceutics is one of the most
outstanding subjects in the university and is one of the
earliest subjects to recruit graduate students in China (1956).
In 1988, pharmaceutics was named as a national key disci-
pline. In 2004, courses given by the department were honored
as national competitive courses, and the department was
honored as a state-level teaching team in 2007. In the
department, three technology centers have been established,
“Pharmaceutical Engineering and Technology Center of
Liaoning Province” (2004), the “College Key Laboratory of
Dosage Form Design and Evaluation of Liaoning Province”
(2004), and the “Key Laboratory of Provincial-Level Colleges”
(2006). These centers play an important role in creating
preparation technology platform and establishing formula-
tion evaluation system. At present, there are 40 faculty
members in the Department of Pharmaceutics, including 34
teaching staff and six technicians. Among the teaching staff,
there are 13 full professors, 14 associate professors, 5 lec-
turers, and 2 teaching assistants. Most of the teaching staffs
have a doctorate, with abroad study experience. Each year, the
Department of Pharmaceutics is responsible for more than 10
undergraduate courses, and 6 graduate courses.
The Department of Pharmaceutics is also a base for phar-
maceutical research. Based on the nature of the research field,
the department is divided into five research directions, i.e.,new technologies for pharmaceutical preparations, new
dosage forms, biopharmaceutics, modernization of Chinese
medicine formulations, and medical polymer materials sci-
ence. In the past five years the department has undertaken 52
state-level projects (including national natural science foun-
dation, 973 and 863 projects), 20 provincial-level projects, 16
municipal projects and 163 enterprise projects. The depart-
ment has strong links with the pharmaceutical industry
which, along with the Research Councils and charities, sup-
port much of the research in the department. The Department
of Pharmaceutics organizes academic exchange conferences
regularly. In the past two years it has successfully organized
an international conference, and a domestic meeting, namely,
① “The Second Asian Symposium on Pharmaceutical Science
and Technology” (in Sep, 2011 in Xi’an, China);② “Symposium
on Pharmaceutical and Bioparticle Powder Technology” (in
Sep, 2012 in Wulumuqi, China). Another international con-
ference, “The Third Asian Symposium on Pharmaceutical
Science and Technology”, is to be held in May 2014 in
Shenyang.
In the present issue of the Asian Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, some research works carried out in the Department
of Pharmaceutics are presented. We hope these will be of in-
terest to the readers.
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